Windows XP

DISPLAY AT 1024 x 768 PIXELS

© Darry D Eggleston, 813.677.2871, DarryD@darryd.com

Many of the LCD" monitors default to a display of 1024 x 768 pixels.
The challenge is that, at that resolution, the icons and fonts appear too
small. Here’s how to fix that display.

Arrange Icons By »
1. Away from any icons on the desktop, RIGHT- Refresh

click and Left-click on “Properties” in the pop-up
menu (Figure 1).

Undo Rename Ctrl+Z

New >

Display Properties
“Themes | Desktop | _‘Screen Saver | Appearance | Settings | P[Qpertl es

Atheme is a background plus a set of sounds, ic d other element -

to help you persenalize your computer with one click? F ig u re 1

Theme:

[05ry © (Modiied) 7

Active Wind... 2 [BI%) | 2. In the “Display Properties” window, click on
: 1 | the “Appearance” tab (Figure 2).
Figure 2

' Aliquid crystal display (LCD) is a low-power flat-panel display used in many
laptop computers, calculators, digital watches and computer monitors, made up of a
liquid crystal that is sandwiched between layers of glass or plastic and becomes opa-
que when electric current passes through it. The contrast between the opaque and
transparent areas forms visible characters. LCDs are slimmer, lighter and consume
less power than the previous dominant display type, the cathode ray tube (CRT),
hence their importance for portable computers. Since1995, most notebook computers
used this technique.
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3. Under the “Appearance”:

O Select settings you design.

® Click on the “Advanced” tab.
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If you select a windows and buttons setting othe
it will override the follawing settings, except in
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Active Window Border
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Caption Buttons
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Figure 4

5. | have set my icon size to 32 and my | s -

font to Arial 15 (Figure 5). The default || E———— -] = ||

font “Tahoma” looks nice, but it’s too thin |ze: size:

for these old eyes. = ) .
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Figure 3

4. Select an Item to change (Figure 4):
@ Left-click on the downward arrowhead.

0 Left-click on “lcon.”

Advanced Appearance

Inactive Window _[afx]|
Normal Disabled Selected
Window Text =
d ~
‘Message OK '

If you select a windows and buttons setting other than Windows Classic,
it will override the following settings, except in some older programs.

[_ Ok ][ Cancel ]

Figure 5
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Advanced Appearance ?x
6. Click on the downward arrow, under Icon, e Windo\ _lofx]|

as in Step 4 and left-click on “Ilcon Spacing "
(Horizontal)” (Figure 6). Normal Disablec  Selected

Window Text ]

fiMessage Box K3
, ) . " Message OK

7. You'll have to experiment with how much

space you want between the desktop icons | <iumnmnm =y senng

(Figure 7). ptem:

Icon

3D Objects . .

Active Title Bar Size: Zel

Active Window Border 15 v 3 F

Application Background I’—-!
Caption Buttons

Advanced Appearance g

| Icon Spadng {Horizontall

Icon Spacing (Vertical)

active Window _[ofx]| e e o
o
_Normal Dizabled Selected _SFEL:;FTE‘;IM
Window Text =) e

llMessage Box ~| Figure 6
Message OK '

=)
If you select a windows and buttons setting other than Windows Classic, Advanced Appearance E”—J

it will override the following settings, except in some older programs.

fem: size: ®ir 1 coier L H_v ndc _—J_EI_JZJ‘
EESTTEE v 2 - Active Window MEE

Normal
Window Text
jllMessage Box

l. Ok ] ’ Cancel i Message oK
F ig u re 7 If you select a windows and buttons setting other th

it will override the following settings, except in so

Selected

Ttem:

. Icon Spacing (Vertical)
8. Click on the downward arrow, under Icon, | Foe

Active Title Bar

as in Step 4 and left-click on “lcon Spacing | [z g
(Vertical)” (Figure 8).

Caption Buttons

Inactive Window Border
Menu

Message Box

Palette Title

Scrollbar

Selected Items

ToolTip

Window

Figure 8
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9. Again, experiment with the spacing
you wish between the desktop icons
(Figure 9). | have used 70 pixels.

Advanced Appearance

active Window B mgﬂ
Active Windo _ (o] X]

Normal Disabled Selected
Window Text =
llMessage Box ~|

il Message OK

If you select a windows and buttons setting other than Windows Classic,
it will override the following settings, except in some older programs.

Advanced Appearance _7] F‘ZE;D = i
= ot Si2E E
e W RIS -
Active Window [_ [3] X T
Normal Disabled  Selected :
Window Text = Figure 9
llMessage Box ~|
Message OK | 10. Click on the downward arrow, under

it will override the following settings, except in some older programs.

If you select a windows and buttons setting other than Windows Classic, Icon y

“Message Box” (Figure 10). Again, |

as in Step 4 and left-click on

WE - || selected Arial as the font because it is a
;1; ___________________ o Size: Calor: broader font
Arial S v| (-]
l. Ok ” Cancel ]
Figure 10 inactive Window  IITEY
Normal Dizabled Selected
11. On the Menu (Figure 11), | have selected | | Window Text a
Arial 14 so | can read the menu items easier. | | [ S—— X 3
Message OK

12. When you're finished making changes,|

Left-click on “OK” button.

If you select a windows and buttons setting other than Windows Classic,
it will override the following settings, except in some older programs.

Item: Sige: Color 13 Gojor 2

[T | = D] ()

Font: Size: Color:

|.-'-\ria| vi|14 v|[E
Figure 11
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